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Burke/Kant

Locke/Burke

cit. 1: “Mr. Locke […] thinks that the removal or lessening of a pain is considered and operates as a pleasure, and the loss or diminishing of pleasure as a pain. It is this opinion which we consider here” (Burke: Enquiry, Part 1, Sect. 3: 34)
cit. 2: “Pain and pleasure are simple ideas, incapable of definition. People are not liable to be mistaken in their feelings, but they are very frequently wrong in the names they give them, and in their reasonings about them. Many are of opinion, that pain arises necessarily from the removal of some pleasure; as they think pleasure does from the ceasing or diminution of some pain. For my part I am rather inclined to imagine, that pain and pleasure in their most simple and natural manner of affecting, are each of a positive nature, and by no means necessarily dependent on each other for their existence. The human mind is often, and I think it is for the most part, in a state neither of pain nor pleasure, which I call a state of indifference.” (Burke: Enquiry, Part 1, Sect. 2: 32)
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cit. 3: “For as use at last takes off the painful effect of many things, it reduces the pleasurable effect in others in the same manner, and brings both to a sort of mediocrity and indifference. Very justly is use called a second nature; and our natural and common state is one of absolute indifference, equally prepared for pain or pleasure.” (Burke: Enquiry, Part 3, Sect. 5: 104)
Pain, Fear, and the Sublime

cit. 4: “The passions which belong to self-preservation, turn on pain and danger; they are simply painful when their causes immediately affect us; they are delightful when we have an idea of pain and danger, without being actually in such circumstances; […] Whatever excites this delight, I call sublime.” (Burke: Enquiry, Part 1, Sect. 18: 51; Burke’s emphasis)
cit. 5: “When danger or pain press too nearly, they are incapable of giving any delight, and are simply terrible; but at certain distances, and with certain modifications, they may be, and they are delightful, as we every day experience.” (Burke: Enquiry, Part 1, Sect. 7: 40; my emphases)
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Tension and Attention

cit. 6: “A man who suffers under violent bodily pain; (I suppose the most violent, because the effect may be the more obvious.) I say a man in great pain has his teeth set, his eye-brows are violently contracted, his forehead is wrinkled, his eyes are dragged inwards, and rolled with great vehemence, his hair stands on end, the voice is forced out in short shrieks and groans, and the whole fabric totters. Fear or terror, which is an apprehension of pain or death, exhibits exactly the same effects, approaching in violence to those just mentioned in proportion to the nearness of the cause, and the weakness of the subject. This is not only so in the human species, but I have more than once observed in dogs, under an apprehension of punishment, that they have writhed their bodies, and yelped, and howled, as if they had actually felt the blows. From hence I conclude that pain, and fear, act upon the same parts of the body, and in the same manner, though somewhat differing in degree. That pain and fear consist in an unnatural tension of the nerves…” (Burke: Enquiry, Part 4, Sect. 3: 131(132)
cit. 7: “The only difference between pain and terror, is,  that things which cause pain operate on the mind, by the intervention of the body; whereas things that cause terror generally affect the bodily organs by the operation of the mind suggesting the danger…” (Burke: Enquiry, Part 4, Sect. 3: 132)

cit. 8: “Campanella […] could so abstract his attention from any sufferings of his body, that he was able to endure the rack itself without much pain; and in lesser pains, every body must have observed, that when we can employ our attention on any thing else, the pain has been for a time suspended…” (Burke: Enquiry, Part 4, Sect. 4: 133)
cit. 9: “…distance is a necessary component of attention; it has, say, a focal length, hence the sense that at closer ranges or more distant reaches things are relegated to the field of the inattentive.” (De Bolla: Art Matters, 61)

cit. 10: “Attention always comes attached to the inattentive, since in bringing one thing into the right distance everything else is removed to different distances.” (De Bolla: Art Matters, 61)
